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THE first highrise unit complex ever
built in Queensland is expected to
receive a provisional Heritage listing on
Priday.

. But plans by the Queensland Heritage
Council to extend protection to
Torbreck, built in the Brisbane suburb
of Highgate Hill in the late 1950s, have
run into opposition from residents.

Fred lezzi, chairman of the board of
directors of the company-titled develop-
ment, said unit owners voted to fight
plansin 1995 for a such a listing and their
position had net changed since.

“Members don’t want it to happen,”
Mr Tezzi said.

“They have concerns about further
levels of control being put in place over
their residences. There is also the case of
the unknown, as well.

“A number of residents have ques-
tioned the worth of the listing. There’s
an impression that it’s got to be a 19th
century building to be eligible for con-
sideration by the council.”

Mr Iezzi said a meeting last week with
council chairman John Brannock was
“extremely disappointing” because it
‘lacked the “two-way dialogue we were
promised four years ago”. A request to
further delay consideration of the listing
was rejected, he said:

Torbreck board meémbers met last
mght to review theu‘ options, which in-
al, regiiest for an indepen-
dent assessor or legal action.

If no appeal is lodged after a pro-
visional listing, the property will have
Heritage status within 30 days. That
would Timit owners from it
any ma 'redevelopment work without
permlssmn from the councﬂ

But Proféssor: Bratifioeksaid residents
iA the.150-unit development still had
many ‘tiscohceptiofis about the Heri-
tage listing, which was first mooted in

1993. He said there were groundless fears
the listing would interfere with a $1.5
million external refurbishment effort
under way.

“Hopefully those fears have been dis-
pelled but they have to get their share-
holders’ approval,” Professor Brannock
said.

.1 would undertake to talk to the

hareholders if there is some difficulty.”

According to the Hentage Register,
the complex at 82 Dornoch Terrace is
historically and architecturally signifi-
cant because it “pioneered the market
for home units in the state”.

“The Torbreck complex is a good
example of 1950s architectural and land-
scape design in its form, attention to cli-
mate control and use of matemals ” the
register says.

“Torbreck has aesthetic and somal sig-
nificance as a prominent landmark of
inner suburban Brisbane.”

Constructed.between 1958 and 1960 by
the late builder Noe! Kratzmann, the
complex comprises a seven-storey
“garden block” facing Chermside Street

and a 20-storey tower on Dornoch

Terrace.

It was advertised at the time as “the'
greatest smgle contribution to home deé= -

velopment in the state” and the prermier
at the time, Frank Nicklin, predicted it
would help limit urban sprawl

Earlier this yea,r the. Queensland
pranch of the Royal Australian Institute
of Architects ineluded: Torbreck in a list
of modern bulldmgs worthy of Heritage
listing.

Professor Branhoeck hailed the devel-

opment for its “unportance te the social
fabiic 6f the area and its prominenc on
the highest hill for qunbe some dlstance

close to the centie of Brisbaiie”.
T was an oddlty in thoseé times and
modelled on the Amerman experience of
i 10) g on top of each other

— and the experlment worked.”
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